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President Alberto Fujimori has set April 9, 1995, as the date for the next presidential elections. So far,
however, the only announced candidate is Lima Mayor Ricardo Belmont, although both Fujimori
and former UN secretary general Javier Perez de Cuellar are expected to run. Meanwhile, First Lady
Susana Higuchi de Fujimori has caused a major uproar and raised questions of her own political
ambitions by denouncing government corruption and protesting an electoral law banning relatives
of the president from running for office.
There is little doubt in Peru that Fujimori will run for a second term, given the efforts he made to
change the Constitution to make that possible. On April 5, 1992, during Fujimori's second year in
office, he dissolved Congress and began a period of dictatorial rule that lasted until a Constituent
Assembly was elected the following December. Fujimori said his action was necessary to fight
terrorism by the guerrilla group Sendero Luminoso and implement economic reforms. Although
there was much international criticism of the move, Fujimori received substantial popular support at
home.
The Constituent Assembly, with a majority of Fujimori supporters, wrote a new Constitution that
allows a president to run for a consecutive second term, a move clearly engineered by Fujimori.
In Peru, where the image of the traditional party politician has been severely tarnished, part of
Fujimori's continued popularity stems from his image as an independent who is not part of the
political establishment. He came to office backed by the "Cambio 90-Nueva Mayoria" coalition.
Although he has not officially thrown his hat in the ring, on July 25 Lima newspapers reported
that Fujimori was considering dissolving Cambio 90-NM to form a new organization to back his
candidacy for a second term.
The newspaper Gestion said Fujimori and Cambio 90-NM leaders were evaluating recent polls
giving the coalition 38% support, much less than the 64% it received in the 1990 elections. There is
also increasing internal wrangling within the coalition. On July 28, during festivities marking the
national holidays, Fujimori's speech assessing his four years in office sounded much like a candidate
running for reelection. His list of accomplishments put special emphasis on economic gains that
include an increased growth rate that reached 6.5% in 1993, and a drop in inflation from nearly
8,000% in 1990 to a projected rate for this year of less than 20%. He also pointed out the decrease in
guerrilla-generated violence in the insurgent war that has claimed 27,000 lives in the past 14 years.
He outlined plans for a major social spending program, to be financed by international lenders, to
offset the effects of the economic austerity measures implemented during his tenure.
Fujimori's most likely opponent, Perez de Cuellar, has been touted as the only one with a chance
of defeating the president. Perez de Cuellar's delay in deciding to run, however, has adversely
affected his popularity. The diplomat returned to Peru from his home in Paris on Aug. 14, and
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attended a rally in the Andean town of Ilave, near the Bolivian border. Although he avoided
discussing his candidacy, his swing through southern Peru was seen by analysts as testing the
political waters before making a final decision, which he said would come by early September at
the latest. Perez de Cuellar has the support of most of the traditional centrist and leftist parties. He
has indicated, however, that if he runs it will be as an independent. This is in part because of the
antipathy of the Peruvian population toward traditional party politics and politicians. His candidacy
is being promoted by Union por el Peru, a committee of people from various parties and grassroots
organizations.
Perez de Cuellar's platform remains unclear. He says he supports many of the economic reforms
carried out by Fujimori, but he says the costs such as the rupture of democracy and an alarming
incidence of human rights violations have been too high. Perez says that Peru's staggering poverty
and unemployment must be addressed, and he claims that the creation of new jobs would be a
priority if he were president. In a poll taken by the public opinion firm Imasen in late July, Fujimori
received 41.1% support and Perez de Cuellar 26.4%. A poll by Datum conducted the week of Aug. 7
gave Fujimori 50.8% and Perez de Cuellar 23%.
Meanwhile, despite the publicity generated by Perez de Cuellar's return and speculation over
the electoral challenge he could mount against Fujimori, the public spotlight has been riveted on
a new, potentially explosive, political controversy over the new electoral law. The government
published the election law on July 23, which set the date for presidential elections for April 9, 1995,
and stipulated that parties and candidates must file 180 days before the elections, which is October
8. The law, however, contained a controversial clause that prohibits close relatives of the president
from running for president, vice president, or for congressional seats.
In early August, a political storm exploded when the president's wife, Susana Higuchi, formally
protested the clause and demanded that it be declared unconstitutional. The first lady even
successfully negotiated with opposition parties to introduce a bill in Congress to eliminate the
prohibition, but the bill was defeated by the pro-government parties when it reached the legislative
floor. Higuchi de Fujimori said that she is considering whether to run for president or for a
congressional seat. There were even reports in the Lima press that she offered right-wing politician
Rafael Rey and police commander Gen. Ketin Vidal vice presidential spots on a ticket with her.
Moreover, in an action that could potentially cause Fujimori serious problems, on Aug. 15 Susana
Higuchi filed a formal legal motion charging government officials with corruption. The judge in
the case, Julia Eguia Davalos, gave the first lady 10 days to present proof to the court, which will
then decide what action should be taken. According to Judge Davalos, the first lady submitted the
name of at least one government minister who she said received a US$100,000 bribe to approve
certain government projects. In a series of interviews, Susana Higuchi criticized the April 1992 selfcoup carried out by her husband, saying if she had known his plans ahead of time, she "would have
started a revolution." She said that she had, in effect, been silenced after the coup. She accused
the state security apparatus of conducting surveillance on her friends and of tapping her phone,
and she described the presidential aide and de facto head of intelligence, Vladimir Montesinos, as
"dangerous" and "not good for Peru." She added that, during her husband's administration, the
National Intelligence Service had become a political police force.
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